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 sonified, the LT-1
' Seventies. We can’t forget the current genera-

LM/ e have all probably' tion Corvette, either, and with both the Calla-

dreamed this dream
at one time or another. Let's

imagine we have enough money

to buy the most legendary of Corvettes. Which
ones would we want? Since we’re interested in
nothing but the best, the list would include the
most notable, most spectacular Corvettes ever.

Certainly a fuel-injected ’57, the first of the

legends. A mid-year blg-block of course. How

about the most awe-
some Corvette built,
en there’s total performance per-
small-block from the early

0.

way Twin-Turbo and the ZR-1 having similar
performance we’d have to opt for one of each.

It’s a short list, but an impressive one. Sadly,
most of us will never get to drive, much less
own, even one of these legendary machines.

But Corvette Fever recently gathered together,
- and drove, one perfect example of each of the

legends. Let’s take a ride and dream a little
dream...
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_hevrolet built a good sports car the first four years of the Cor- Hitting the loud pedal results in instant acceleration, and we're
life — then they built a great one. It looked the same as athe  soon in second and climbing. That familiar how! of the carbureted
. previous model;-but with one significant difference: gone was the car-~ small-blocks is missing; replaced by-that same gaunchy rasp that just

“bureted 265 cid V-8 Inits place was the new 283 smaII bIock W|th gets louder. This car-may be nearly four decades old, but for aII we
h

gia. The b|g truck- |lk€ steering wheel is u
chest, and you sit with that elbow -out:style

ere truly amazmg
rvette, Gary Rush and his
d amlly have ownec
‘mid-range burble with a sassy metallic rasp, like cellist Yo Yo Ma  keeping it forever.” Who €an blame them, for this, the first Corvette
playlng through Metallica’s sound system. 1957 was the first year a  supercar, certainly earns the title “legend.”
four-speed transmission was offered in the
Corvette, and obviously Corvettes have al-
ways had superb four-speeds, as Gary’s slips
through the gears with the short, solid throws
we are familiar with on newer cars. Getting
under way is tricky, since the clutch pedal
has very short travel, but we're off and run-
ning.

Horsepower . ...283 @ 6200 rpm (SAE gross)
.+ ++230-hp (approx. net)

Torque (lb-ft) 290 @ 4400 rpm

Production

List price

PERFORMANCE

L P o b e et e 5.7 sec.
Quarter mile 14.3 sec
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St

A9 F 1966 L72 - At A Glance

David & Mary Glass

Owners

Horsepower..........425 @ 6400 rpm (SAE gross)

340-hp (approx. net)
Torque (Ib-fE)..c.imeicmmionirinier 415 @ 4000 rpm
Production ........ 5,258
List price ..35,760.40
PERFORMANCE

‘ 0-60mph... 5.7 sec, s

Quarter mile.....ccooeeeeieans 12.8 sec. @ 112 mph

e
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Quite simply, it is in a class by itself. From 1967 through 1969 you
could order:a race car capable of winning the world over, right from
the factory. Stripped of option acked with one of the most awe-
some, engines ever conceives -the racing world for a
numpber of yeats.

Flndxng orie t

er ofitwo.Corve

his prized possession — the world’s only Benchmark certnﬂed L88. Or-
dered in. 1968 by an attorney in the Pacific Northwest, this LeM
Blue roadster is completely original with just 26,400 miles on the
To prevent would-be buyers from ordering an L88 for street use, |
rolet deleted the radio and heater, and most other options.
188 never saw the business side of a racetrack, with Lou
owner. Having eamed both Bloomington Gold certification
percent score) and Bloomington Survivor status, this L88 b
igible for Benchmark certification, the only one so far to

Though the 1968 Corvette introduced all-new styllng

under the hood and front wheelwells, with
more heat and chest-thumping thunder
erupting from the exhaust. The clutch spring
is even stronger then the 66 big-block’s, but
the Corvette chugged to a roll.

Nailing the throttle brought an instant,
violent explosion of power. Still shaking and
convulsing, the L88 bellowed toward red-

1968 L88 - At A Glance

0T ERn et SRR s | e, Lou Groebner
Horsepower ......... 430 @ 4600 rpm (SAE gross)
420-plus hp (approx. net)

Torque (Ib-ft).....cocovimriiniiinns 485 @ 4000 rpm
Production , 80
(BT 51 (o T s PR L. IR/ $6,262.20
PERFORMANCE.

0-60 mph.......... 6.8 sec.

Quarter mile........ccoonninne 14.1 sec. @ 106.9 mph

line. Hitting second brought more of the same, the car never settling
down in the least. We soon ran out of road, with the monster 427 still
begging for more. We have heard that this is a car that never gets
happy until at least 100 mph, and we don’t doubt that one bit.

- From behind the wheel the effect is breathtaking — literally.
Maybe it's the concussive force of the acceleration, or maybe that

‘66 big-block seem tame. Observers stand-
iming that the thunder of the L88 brought

n Car Life magazme s road test of a
that, as they turned a “slow”

ock (read restrictive) exhaust system in
uce far more than that. We have driven
clecars over the years, but nothing has

nasty, the L88 is simply like no automobile ever
nufacturer. It truly is a legend — one alt by itseff.
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Lou Groebner's L88, but Chris  ond is a joy, as the mighty “mouse” winds and winds. It just never
seems to lose its breath, content to be unleashed. But when asked to
slow or tum, the LT-1 responds just as readily. Without those huge
amounts of big-block torque to break them loose, the tires grip tena-
C|ously, and the power-assisted four-wheel disc brakes are almost too

; |ng the car to a halt in an instant.
s such a joy to drive,” Chris Balodimas yelled over

rvette in 1992, and has earned Bloom-
ht, and Ch vy/VetteFest Triple Crown

horsepower ratings. It is lighter than a blg-block reducln
the front wheels and overall. But with 10.5:1 compr ig heads afol
Holley four-barrel, and high- -lift cam and solid lifters, — o While tt ck ears produce heart-stopping thrills, they are a
¥ phile~ - stressful beast to drivi e LT-1, on the other hand, is a car we could
sophically. S 5 ; ng. It begs to be turned loose on deserted back
Dropplng the ha i -at the limit. That's the kind of performance that
' : ighbred so legendary.

1970 LT-1 - At A Glance

Owner... Chris Balodimas
Horsepower 370 @ 5600 rpm (SAE gross)

295-hp (approx. net)
Torque (Ib-ft) 380 @ 4000 rpm
Production : 1,287
List price $6,185.05

PERFORMANCE

0-60 mph 5.7 sec.
Quarter Mile 14.17 sec. @ 102.2 mph

=
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ogy
blllty The aIl new 1984 Corvette brought us that much closer
goal; all it needed was good old-fashioned gut-twisting ho
Chevy engineers developed 18 twin-turbocharged Col
named “Puff the Magic Dragon,” that put 1960 po!

turbo conversions for BMWs, Volkswagens and Al
was time to build an all-American supercar.

age tacked on another $19, 995
allaway looked like any other 198489 Co

ts warm, inviting leather seats and digital F-16-like instrument p
Only a turbo boost gauge mounted on the
dash and a serial number plate on the console
revealed that this was something special.

Open the hood, though, and the differ-
ence is loud and clear. Under two huge stain-
less steel intercoolers rests a blueprinted 350
charged by two IHI turbos. Horsepower in

1987 Callaway - At A Glance

Steve Bramati
345 @ 5600 rpm (SAE net)
465 @ 2800 rpm

Horsepower
Torque (Ib-ft)
Production
List price

PERFORMANCE

D-60mPHLE 81 o S et R 4.6 sec.
Quartermile .......... 13.2 sec. @ 109 mph

1987 was 345, compared to the stock 235-horse 198. Most impor-
tant, 465 Ib-ft of torque is available at just 2800 rpm. That’s almost as

‘much as the L88, but at a lower rpm.

Firing up the Twin-Turbo produces the most interesting of sounds.
It’s a deep, dark basso profundo, like the pulsing grind of a 16-inch
pipe organ stop. Floor the big pedal on the right, and the Callaway
leaps ahead like a big-block for just an instant, then explodes as the

kick in. Flick the 4+3 into:second, and the Callaway just
oined by the whine of the turbos.

oth, very secure, as the world biurs by. We are

more, but rather flying on the ground, the digital

n't supposed to feeI like this, but then this is no ordl-
ck. Only one thing could be better than Steve Bramati's
Callaway, and that would be a newer one, as the gang
e upped the power ante to as much as 450 horsepower
e last Twin-Turbo was built in 1992,




eels and tires, alor]g
y panels to accommodate them The faml ¥

Subtle but diff&fent
But fire up the LT5 and the.

: s the 60 mph mark passes The howl joined b
the metallic song of the valvetrain is sheer music to our ears.
The amazing thing about the ZR-1 is the
incredible calm inside the cabin. You would
just never think you are driving one of the
fastest production cars in the world. Soaring
past 100 mph is not much different than

1990 ZR-1 - At A Glance

David & Mary Glass
.375 @ 6200 rpm (SAE net)

Owners
Horsepower ..
Torque (Ib-ft)
Production ...,
List price

PERFORMANCE

0-60 mph
Quarter mile

4.9 sec.
13.4 sec. @ 108.5 mph

“ceruising the double nickel. Taking a corner 25 or 30 mph faster than

you've everdone,it before is no big deal. Dave Glass's 1990 ZR-1 has

it because the lady who bought it new “didn't like

i it hard, and she'll never know what she’s missing.

d like the Callaway, only one thing could be better: a 1994 or 1995
ZR-1 which now sports 405 horsepower.

But what a contrast! The Callaway and the ZR-1 may both be

350s, but they generate power in two very different ways. The LT5

wtirezsmoking torque.

imes are similar. By:the'seat of your pants,
; totally distinct. The thrilling slam-bang
placed by the confident, reassuring

0 ZR-1 are all kindred spirits; the per-

, cornering and braking, in their re-

425 horse Corvette and the L88 are

ng up good manners for mind-altering

_ Callaway Twin-Turbo is a hybnd of both,

CF




